
Object:  Have less dots in your hand than your partner.

Players:  2

Materials:  One set of dot cards per pair.
Directions:  
1. Each player takes one card from the pile.  
2. Players take turns drawing one card from the remaining deck and discarding the card they no longer want in the discard pile.  
3. When a player thinks the number of dots in his or her hand is less than his or her partner’s hand, the player calls out “Less than You” for his turn.  
4. The partner gets to draw another card and discard, then both players show their cards.  If the player who called “Less than you” is correct, then he wins the round.  If he is incorrect, his opponent wins the round.
Sample Hand:

           Me






  Partner








My total:





Opponent’s Total:
       4







   6
My partner has a greater number of dots, but I don’t know what they have.  My number is kind of low, but I might want to see if I can get a lower card before I say “less than you” as my turn.  My partner’s card isn’t low either, so he or she will probably want to draw and replace at least two or three times as well, before saying “less than you” on his turn. 

If I said “less than you” and these were the cards shown, I would win the round because 4 is less than 6. 

Play at least 10 rounds - recording who wins each round and by how much.  The person who wins the most rounds out of 10 wins the game.
Variations:

a) Increase the cards in a hand to two or three.

b) Use playing cards and include Jacks, Queens, and Kings as 11, 12, and 13, respectively, for practice with larger addends.

c) For lower levels, use ten-frames instead of playing cards so students can use the visuals of the ten-frames to build number sense and the concepts of addition, greater, and less.

d) Use a spinner with benchmark numbers of 5 and 10.  Spin the spinner after each round.  The person with the card closest to the spun benchmark wins the cards
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Closer to 5





Closer to 5
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Closer to 5





Closer to 10





Closer to 10








